
Symptoms of radio wave sickness 
This table summarizes symptoms of radio wave sickness, as reported by Firstenberg (2001). 

Symptoms of radio wave sickness first documented among radar workers during the Second 
World War resemble those now associated with electromagnetic hypersensitivity  

Neurological: Headaches, dizziness, nausea, difficulty concentrating, memory loss, irritability, 
depression, anxiety, insomnia, fatigue, weakness, tremors, muscle spasms, numbness, tingling, 
altered reflexes, muscle and joint paint, leg/foot pain, "flu-like" symptoms, fever. More severe 
reactions can include seizures, paralysis, psychosis, and stroke.  

Cardiac: Palpitations, arrhythmias, pain or pressure in the chest, low or high blood pressure, slow 
or fast heart rate, shortness of breath.  

Respiratory: Sinusitis, bronchitis, pneumonia, asthma.  

Dermatological: Skin rash, itching, burning, facial flushing.  

Ophthalmologic: Pain or burning in the eyes, pressure in/behind the eyes, deteriorating vision, 
floaters, cataracts.  

Others: Digestive problems, abdominal pain, enlarged thyroid, testicular/ovarian pain, dryness of 
lips, tongue, mouth, eyes, great thirst, dehydration, nosebleeds, internal bleeding, altered sugar 
metabolism, immune abnormalities, redistribution of metals within the body, hair loss, pain in the 
teeth, deteriorating fillings, impaired sense of smell, ringing in the ears.  

∗ Note: These symptoms resemble symptoms associated with electrical hypersensitivity.  
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